
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE  Three Canons on “From Heaven above to Earth I Come” 
   J.S. Bach 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 148:1-6): 

Leader: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens! 

People: Praise the Lord, all the angels and the heavenly host; 

Leader: Praise the Lord, sun and moon and all you shining stars; 

People: Praise the Lord, you highest heavens, and you waters above    
  the heavens. 

Leader: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for the Lord    
  commanded and they were created. 

 People: The Lord established them forever and ever! 

* HYMN 22 Angels from the Realms of Glory Regent Square 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord of mercy and peace, open our hearts to receive your words of 
hope.  We live far too much in darkness and fear.  Sometimes it 
seems that we are more pleased to fight than to have peace and 
harmony.  Forgive us and help us see the ways in which we have  
truly failed to be your people.  Give us courage and strength to 
change our lives, that your peace may become a reality in this  
world today.  We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)           Hymnal No. 23 

“Glo - - ria in Excelsis Deo” 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN   

* HYMN 36 In the Bleak Midwinter  Cranham 

+ Children leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 63:7-9   

ANTHEM The Birthday of A King  Niedlinger 
CARSON BAKER, TENOR  

SECOND LESSON Matthew 2:13-23 

SERMON “Frenemies” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Pueri Concinite Johann von Herbeck 
  CARSON BAKER, TENOR 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 28 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice In Dulci Jubilo 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE   In Dulci Jubilo Denis Bedard  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 63:7-9 (NRSV) 
 I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy 
acts of the LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the 
great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to 
his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8For he said, 
“Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely”; and he 
became their savior 9in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel 
but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed 
them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 
 

Matthew 2:13-23 (NRSV) 
 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 
the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he 
was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that 
he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been 
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared  
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and  
his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking  
the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and  
his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away  
to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might  
be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”. 

 
*     *     *     *     * 




